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Carpet Recycling UK

Not-for-profit membership association

Divert carpet material from landfill 

End market development, Information and advice, Lobbying

Increased recycling rate by 20%, cost savings for members

Goal:
25% landfill diversion  by 2015



500,000 tonnes of carpet waste arising 
in the UK every year 

Post industrial 
10,000t

Post 
installation 

20,000t

Mixed 
synthetic
280,000t

Wool rich
125,000t

Carpet Tiles 
65,000t

Post 
consumer 
470,000t



UK Carpet Waste Facts

Å ~ 10% residual waste in civic 
amenity sites

Å4.2 tCO2e saving for every tonne 
recycled 

ÅLow recycling rate ~2%



Carpet Waste Flows



Recycling Rates



Policy Drivers

Transition to a low-carbon economy

Landfill diversion targets for local authorities

Landfill tax escalator

ñHalving Waste to Landfill by 2012ò Construction Industry Commitment

Product Level ïproducer responsibility & retailer take-back

DEFRA consultation on landfill ban for textiles ïMarch 2010

Flooring Resource Efficiency Plan ïWRAP/BRE funded - Sep 2010



16 Specialist Carpet  

Recyclers 

- more outlets  

needed



OUTLETS, OUTLETS, OUTLETS



Our work:

Å Trialling fibres as additives to large 
volumes of horticultural products; 
working with regulator

Å Work with members on pulling 
fibres for nonwovens

Outlets for  wool-rich carpet waste 



Case Study: Penthouse Carpets ςAnglo 
Recycling: Mayfield underlay 

Raw material :

o 600 tonnes of wool and hessian 

top cloth and carpet edge trims 

from manufacturing process

Result: 

o Mayfield underlay, recycled top ïcloth 

- sole fibre source

100% recycled underlay, fabricated 

entirely from Penthouse wool rich carpet 

waste, with rubber backing from recycled 

tyres


